
WILDLIFE HABITAT RESTORATION & 
NATIVE SEEDS

OREGON/WASHINGTON SAGEBRUSH



Å150 Million acres

ïSagebrush Steppe

ïGreat Basin Sagebrush

ÅHas been identified as one of the most at 
risk ecosystems in North America
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Å45 Million Acres
ïSagebrush  - 24 

million acres

ï17 Million acres at 
risk to large 
wildfire

ïOver 13 million 
acres high to mod 
risk cheatgrass 
invasion
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ÅTypified by Mosaic of Plant Communities 
Dominated by Sagebrush

ÅOccurs at Various Scales
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Low Sagebrush



ÅMost Plant Communities Dominated by

ïSagebrush

ïPerennial Bunchgrasses

ïPerennial Forbs

ïAnnual Forbs
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ÅSagebrush

ï91 Bird Species

Å33 obligate or near obligate

ï88 Mammal Species

Å19 obligate or near obligate

ï45 Reptile Species

ïLeptidoptera& other Insects?
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ÅDiversity of Habitat Requirements

ÅLarge Continuous Blocks
ïSage-grouse

ïSage Sparrows

ÅScattered Shrubs/Short Grass
ï.ǊŜǿŜǊΩǎ {ǇŀǊǊƻǿ

ÅTall Dense Sagebrush
ïSage Thrashers

ïPygmy Rabbits
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ÅOccurred at Various Scales

ÅLarge Scale

ïFire

ïDrought

ÅSmall Scale - Herbivores

ïVertebrate

ïInvertebrate
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ÅPhysical Characters to Consider

ïSoils

ïElevation

ïClimate and Microclimate

ïSlope

ïAspect

6/3/2010 11



ÅBiological Characters to Consider

ïPlants present prior to disturbance

ïPlant currently present

ïPlant  communities adjacent
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ÅHabitat Characters to Consider

ïWildlife Species Present on Site

ïWildlife Species Adjacent to Site

ïWho Plans to Stay?

ïWho Plans to Leave?

ïCan You Affect that Decision?

ïIs There a Place to Go?
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ÅIs Adjacent Habitat Sufficient?

ïSage-grouse numbers were found to increase 
in some areas following a large wildfire in 
Nevada

ïAvailable Habitat

ÅHow Long Will it Take?
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