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New England 

Think small



6 states- about the size of 

Washington state



New England Facts  

Plants

ÅApprox. 3500 native and naturalized taxa -1/3 non-native.

Å70 globally rare taxa (G1-G3) - 5 endemic taxa

Land ownership

ÅRelatively small amount of federal land

ïWhite Mountain and Green Mountain National Forests

ïCape Cod National Seashore, Minuteman National 
Park, Acadia National Park

ïSome USFWS refuges

ÅLots of private ownership ïstrong conserv. ethic.



New England facts

Disturbance

Å 80% deforested 200 years ago- now more 

trees. 

Å Forests do not burn much ïno burn rehab.

Land Management:

Å Invasive species ïdeer a large issue in S. NE

Å Early succession ïsandplain grassland



New England Wild Flower Society
Leading plant conservation in America since 1900

ÅConservation research and programs

ÅOne of the nationôs largest native plant 

education program 

ÅGarden in the Woodsðnative plant 

botanical garden

ÅTwo native plant nurseries: Garden in the 

Woods and Nasami Farm 



Early efforts

Stop collection of 

plants from the wild, 

mainly showy 

wildflowers.

Epigaea repens,

Mayflower



Collected species

Cypripedium acaule, 

pink ladyôs slipper

Lobelia cardinalis, 

red cardinal flower



Conservation Programs

New England Plant Conservation Program ï
(NEPCoP)

Plant Conservation Volunteers ( PCVs)

Flora Conservanda: New England ïNEPCoP list 
of plants in need of conservation in the region.

New England Flora ïfield manual - Arthur Haines 
ïFall 2011 (we hope).

NSF grant ïGo-Botany ïcan we use electronic 
media to teach botany.





Garden in the Woods,

Botanical Garden of the Society



Propagation and Plant Sales



Typical Plant Sale Client



Atypical Plant Sale Client



NEWFS a founding member since 1985.

There are currently 36 participating institutions.

CPCôs national collection of rare plants now over 700.

NEWFS holds 25 nationally protected spp. & 200 

regionally rare spp.

Rare and Endangered Species 

Conservation



Svalbard Global Seed Vault

Kew Millennium Seed Bank





Seed processing facility in

Whately, MA





Rare and Endangered Species 

Conservation



Recovery of an Alpine Endemic:
Dwarf cinquefoil - Potentilla robbinsiana









Transplant Efforts



Astragalus 

robbinsii var. 

jesupii

Jesupôs Milk-

vetch


















