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USDA NRCS Corvallis Plant
Materials Center

E One of 27 centers across the US.

E Serving western Washington, Oregon,
and northwest California.

E Since 1957, the Corvallis Plant
Materials Center (PMC) has  developed
conservation plants and planting
technology to solve resource concerns
critical to the Pacific Northwest

e A unit of the USDA Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS), the PMC
works in partnership with local, state,
federal and private organizations to
develop new technology in plant
propagation and establishment, seed
production, re -vegetation, restoration
and erosion control.
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Seed Production of Forbs
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Typical Native Forbs
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Iraits of Typical Native Forbs
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always the best choice for native forbs.



How to Determine Which
Harvest Technique is Best

How uniformly does the seed mature on
each plant?

How uniformly does the seed mature
across the entire field (between the
plants)?

How easily does the seed shatter?

Are there significant physical differences
In the plants that might make one plant

more harvestable than another (size,
prostrate vs upright)?
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Combining

on grasses and cereals
One -time harvest

ery efficient! Makes it possible to have
ge fields.

ut for wildflowers?
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ertain forb species
Iform In ripening
s that hav -shattering seed

ples: Penstem sp., Prunella
IS , Downingia sp., Lupinus rivularis,
hyllum lanatum.
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In a plant or if seed E
not shatter easily

yields can be very

d ripening is E
lly uniform across
the field, most plants will
contribute their genetics
to the harvest.

Combining

CONS

Must have a very clean
field, or easy to clean seed
crop

If seed maturity is variable
within a plant or if seed
shatters easily yields can
be low

If seed ripening is non -
uniform across the field,
only the plants that have
mature seed at harvest
time will be contributing
their genetics to the
harvest.



Flail-vacs & Seed Strippers

E These machines allow for multiple (top :
down) harvests

E Adjustable in height
e Good for small or large fields

e Cuts down on cleaning time (only seed is
stripped form the plant, no threshing
needed).

E Examples: Ranunculus sp
E Yarrow, Asters
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